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GRADE 5

Digital Friendships

How do you keep online friendships safe?

OVERVIEW

Kids make friends everywhere they go -- including online. But are all of these friendships the same? How can kids start online friendships and also learn ways to stay

safe? Help your students understand both the benefits and the risks of online-only friendships.

Students will be able to:

Lesson Snapshot Estimated time: 45 mins.

Warm Up: Who Do You Chat With? 5 mins.

Compare and Contrast: Two Scenarios 20 mins.

Evaluate: Benefits and Risks 10 mins.

Wrap Up: Finish the Story 10 mins.

Key Standards Supported

Common Core ELA

L.5.4, L.5.4c, L.5.6, RF.5.4, RI.5.4, RI.5.6, RI.5.7, RI.5.9, RI.5.10, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1d, SL.5.4, SL.5.6, W.5.4, W.5.10

CASEL

1a, 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 5e, 5f

AASL

I.A.2, I.D.1, I.D.2, I.D.3, I.D.4, II.B.1, II.B.2, II.B.3, II.C.1, II.C.2, II.D.1, II.D.2, III.A.1, III.A.2, III.A.3, III.B.1, III.B.2, III.D.1, IV.B.1, IV.B.2, V.A.1, V.A.2, V.B.1, V.C.3, V.D.2, VI.D.3

ISTE

2a, 2b, 2d

What You'll Need

Spanish-language student and family resources available soon!

Take-home resources

Compare and contrast different kinds of online-only friendships.-

Describe the benefits and risks of online-only friendships.-

Describe how to respond to an online-only friend if the friend asks something that makes them uncomfortable.-

Lesson Slides-

Student Handout: Sita's Online Friendships Student Version-

Student Handout: Finish the Story Student Version-

Lesson Quiz Editable Google form Answer Key-

Family Tips-

Family Activity-

Family Engagement Resources-

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1joei7v04ctCNPiHwxz1aXTlY8RmEuTKNeOwYDmSVJSg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1p_Cc8naBbF8jATQZ50YXv05rrTtNNgD_-yf30xo1EhY
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cn1cRpWTEGBY7ZIvY_7ysHExitNXOHmvDL63yBgpTVg
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g7mUQXTLzjxU8mTQP4ZU1oZsHsfzJ81h3qJhtBlsTSs/copy
https://www.commonsense.org/education/node/4650191
https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-tips/k-5-relationships-and-communication
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JCtmMfyBZI-erk0okvW7qNLoxRPzCN6SgqI0dhAEIXk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.commonsense.org/education/toolkit/family-engagement-resources


7/10/2019 Digital Friendships | Common Sense Education

https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship/lesson/digital-friendships 2/3

LESSON PLAN

Key Vocabulary:

benefit

something positive that results from a situation

private information

information about you that can be used to identify you because it is unique to you (e.g. your full name or your address)

risk

something negative or dangerous that could come from a situation

Warm Up: Who Do You Chat With? 5 mins.

1. Ask: Have you ever chatted with someone online? Who do you chat with? How often? Take turns sharing your responses with your partner. (Slide 4)

Invite students to share out. Follow up with students who share by asking if the people they chat with are online-only friends or if they also know the friends in

person.

2. Say: Today we're going to talk about online friendships, and some of the benefits and risks that go with them. Before we get started, can anyone tell me: What does

the word "benefit" mean?

Invite volunteers to define benefit, and if necessary, clarify that it means something positive that you get from a situation -- in this case, online friendships.

3. Ask: What about the word "risk"? What does that mean?

Invite volunteers to define risk, and if necessary, clarify that it means something negative or dangerous that comes from a situation -- in this case, online

friendships.

Compare and Contrast: Two Scenarios 20 mins.

1. Distribute one copy of the Sita's Online Friendships Student Handout to each student. Read aloud the directions for reading "Sita's Story." (Slide 5)

2. Give students seven minutes to read the two scenarios independently. If you are concerned about students' ability to complete the reading independently,

consider reading it aloud while they follow along silently.

3. Ask: What are some words that you circled?

Invite students to share unknown words, and prompt other students to attempt definitions. If necessary, support discussion by providing an example sentence that

includes the unknown word.

4. Draw a large Venn diagram on the board or project the Venn diagram from the student handout.

Say: As a class, we're going to use this diagram to compare and contrast the two scenarios that you just read about. Copy the class answers into the Venn diagram

on your handout as we discuss. Put details that are only true about Scenario 1 in the left square. Details that are only true about Scenario 2 will go in the right

square. Details that are true about both will go in the middle.

5. Ask: What happens to Sita in these two scenarios? How do her feelings change? Take turns sharing your ideas with your partner. (Slide 6)

Invite students to share out. Prompt them to support their answers with details from the story. As students provide answers, add them to the appropriate place in

the Venn diagram. If students make statements about CJcool11's gender or age, make sure to clarify that Sita has never seen or met CJcool11 in person and

doesn't really know those details about him or her.

Evaluate: Benefits and Risks 10 mins.

1. Ask: What are some of the benefits and risks of these relationships for Sita? Take turns sharing your ideas with your partner. (Slide 7)

Invite students to share out answers with the class. Add any new information to the diagram and add + or - symbols next to the benefits and risks. If necessary,

make sure to clarify three important benefits and risks:

Sita gets to learn about someone who lives in a different country and who has different experiences. (Kaia friendship) (+)-

Sita can talk to someone she can share things with. (Both friendships) (+)-

Sita has never seen or spoken to CJcool11. When you have only chatted online with someone, you don't really know if they are who they say they are. (CJcool11

friendship) (-)

-

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1joei7v04ctCNPiHwxz1aXTlY8RmEuTKNeOwYDmSVJSg/edit#slide=id.g3c67a3a390_0_117
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1p_Cc8naBbF8jATQZ50YXv05rrTtNNgD_-yf30xo1EhY
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1joei7v04ctCNPiHwxz1aXTlY8RmEuTKNeOwYDmSVJSg/edit#slide=id.g3c67a3a390_0_206
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1p_Cc8naBbF8jATQZ50YXv05rrTtNNgD_-yf30xo1EhY
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1joei7v04ctCNPiHwxz1aXTlY8RmEuTKNeOwYDmSVJSg/edit#slide=id.g3c67a3a390_0_297
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1joei7v04ctCNPiHwxz1aXTlY8RmEuTKNeOwYDmSVJSg/edit#slide=id.g3c67a3a390_0_323
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2. Say: Sita does not know for sure if CJcool11 is who he or she claims to be. This means Sita should be careful about what she shares. She should not share any

private information. Private information is information about you that can be used to identify you because it's unique to you (e.g., your full name or your address).

(Slide 8)

Explain to students that sharing private information with online-only friends is risky because such friends may have a different age, gender, or personality than

they led you to believe. Their intentions for the friendship might also be different from what they say. They may also want to use your private information in ways

that negatively impact you. Students should "play it safe" and always protect private information, especially from online-only friends.

3. Ask: So, what are some ways that you could respond if an online-only friend asks you a question you don't feel comfortable answering? What could you say back?

Take turns sharing your ideas with your partner. (Slide 9)

Invite students to share their ideas with the class, and capture ideas on the board. Answers could include:

Wrap Up: Finish the Story 10 mins.

1. Distribute one copy of the Finish the Story Student Handout to each student and read the directions aloud. Allow students the remaining time to write. (Slide

10)

2. Have students turn in their assignments.

3. Have students complete the Lesson Quiz. Send home the Family Activity and Family Tips.

© Common Sense Media 2019. Lessons are shareable with attribution for noncommercial use only. No remixing permitted. View detailed

license information at creativecommons.org.

Say it's a personal preference: "Sorry, I prefer not to give out information like that over the internet."-

Change the subject: "Oh man, it better not rain today."-

Say what really matters: "It doesn't matter what the name of my school is. What matters is that it's cool."-

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1joei7v04ctCNPiHwxz1aXTlY8RmEuTKNeOwYDmSVJSg/edit#slide=id.g3d806a877c_6_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1joei7v04ctCNPiHwxz1aXTlY8RmEuTKNeOwYDmSVJSg/edit#slide=id.g3c67a3a390_0_423
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cn1cRpWTEGBY7ZIvY_7ysHExitNXOHmvDL63yBgpTVg
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1joei7v04ctCNPiHwxz1aXTlY8RmEuTKNeOwYDmSVJSg/edit#slide=id.g3c67a3a390_0_311
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g7mUQXTLzjxU8mTQP4ZU1oZsHsfzJ81h3qJhtBlsTSs/copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1JCtmMfyBZI-erk0okvW7qNLoxRPzCN6SgqI0dhAEIXk
https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-tips/k-5-relationships-and-communication
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

